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Precarious Peace:

LAWGvisiTsSAN JosE DE APARRDO

and the city of Apartadd, a village of poor farmers and their families

continue their desperate dbrts to stay out of Colombias tragic watr.
Founded in 1997 as a “peace community” which asks all armed actors,
including the police and militaryto stay out of their esidential aea, the
peace community has still been savagelyfatted by the war

Over 130 people from the area have been killed, most allegedly by
paramilitary forces, some by army soldiers, and some 20 by guerrilla
forces. LAWG executive director Lisa Haugaard joined a delegation led
by Fellowship of Reconciliation to visit San José.

On February 21, 2005, a leader of the peace communijtluis
Eduardo Guerra, and his wife and son, were killed. A second family with
two children were also brutally slain. Witnesses, whom the delegation
interviewed, claim that soldiers were responsible.

The Colombian government reacted to the events and the claims by
the peace community by denying that soldiers were in the area and
establishing a police post in the town of San José, against community
members’ wishes.

Many of the families in the town decided to relocate about fifteen
minutes down the road to establish a new village without police
presence. “W can't accept armed actors... because of our histoyy
one leader explained.

In a little valley in a mountainous region above the banana plantations

Trying to Stay Neutral

The delegation met with the community in the village that they had
quickly built from the ground up. Leaving their solid concrete houses in
a town with a school and childcarcenter, the hadworking residents
had already created a rudimentary new village by the time we visited—
but life there is hard.

“We have always thought the way out is to be neutral,” explained
one community leader “We have tried to slow them down &m killing
us.”

continued on page 5
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New Hope for Immigration Reform

May 12, 2005, the Senate and House of Representatives
troduced identical, bipartisan comprehensive immigration
reform bills, known as the Secure America and Orderly

Immigration Act (S.1033 and HR 2330, respectively). Thisis a
significant step forward in the movement to create safe, legal channels
for migrants to enter the United States and avoid the dangerous
crossing thiough the Southwest desdrthat takes 350 lives a year The
bill is creating the significant buzz on Capitol Hill, and has good
prospects for being the benchmark bill in Congress on immigration
reform.

The bill will move most efficiently through the Senate, where there
is more political interest in discussing the issue. There, the bill has been
referred to the Judiciary Committee. In the House, the process is going
to be significantly more difficult. The bill has been referred to five
committees for review. In general, the House has been much more
reactionary on the issue of immigration, and there is not as much
willingness to hold a serious debate on the topic there.

One big kink could hold up the bill. Because the bill is in the Senate
Judiciary Committee, there is a good chance that it could be pushed off
the table for the remainder of the year if the Judiciary Committee gears
up for the confirmation of a Supgme Cout Justice, which sounds likely

This is a massive bill of over 150 pages, with 11 sections. The
language of the bill overall looks positive. The biggest problems could
come howeveyin how the language is intergted and implemented.
Below is a summary of each of the b#l'sections, with a quick analysis
of our concerns and possible points of debate.

Title | - Boder Security Directs the Depatment of Homeland
Security to conduct a comprehensive review of border security and
recommendations for an effective plan. They would have one year to
carry out the study A Boder Security Advisory Committee would be
created, comprised of representatives from border states, law
enforcement agencies, and other expés, to advise DHS on the matter
DHS would also be directed to pursue agreements with Mexico and
Central American nations to increase and strengthen those countries’
ability to secure their own borders.

Analysis:This is a lot better than we had hoped for; it only funds a
study of the situation rather than inelased fencing or toops. However
leaving the analysis in the hands of DHS is like giving the fox the keys to
the chicken coop - DHS is unlikely to change their strategynd would
most likely request increases in everything they're doing, rather than
truly revising their strategy Also, in the case of aggements with
Mexico and Central America, there is potential for serious problems
with migration officials preying on migrants because of a lack of
oversight or control - increasing our cooperation with them could make

continued on page 4
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CO LOM B IA\ ‘ Plan Colombia Up for Renewal

“My friends, you have been placed in a beautiful
and powerful country to be witnesses for peace and
justice. You have been given a grat challenge...to
show your government the path of justice.”

-Ricardo Esquivia

Our friend and colleague, Colombian peace leader
Ricardo Esquivia, challenges us to build a more
peaceful U.S. policy towat his country We are
currently presented with an opportunity to do so, as
Plan Colombia& time is up. The five-year policy that
has poured billions of U.S. dollars into drug crop
fumigation and military aid is expiring this yeaand
Congress will soon vote on whether or not to renew
military aid in 2006. This is our chance to influence
the course of Colombia policyand to we need to show
Congeess that its time to cut military aid to Colombia.

streets today as they were six years ago. Aerial
eradication eforts, central to Plan Colombia’strategy;,

have proven to be unsuccessful in significantly reducing
drug production. The Office of National Drug Control Policy
(ONDCP) reported that despite a massive spraying
campaign in 2004, coca production remained “statistically
unchanged” fom the beginning of the yeaiThis policy is
costly and ineffective.

Aerial crop eradication in Colombia is also harmful to
rural populations. The spraying itself is inaccurate, and
aerial drift contributes to the contamination of water
sources, pollution of the environment, and destruction of
food crops. Contrary to the claims of the administration
and the Colombian government, the answer to reducing
drug production does not lie in more aerial eradication, but
in providing alternative development options for poor
farmers. The United States could help alleviate poverty
and reduce coca production in Colombia by offering more

Take action now to change this flawed and inhumane policy! See page 8

The foreign operations budget this year is under
pressure due to the enormous expenditures of the Iraq
war, and we have a better chance than usual this year
at winning a cut on military aid to ColombiaSupport
for cutting military aid will show the administration and
Congress that the public will not tolerate ineffective,
inhumane drug crop spraying or support for a military
whose human rights record has worsened since U.S.
aid began in 2000.

The vote is expected in the House of
Representatives the week of June 27 as the Foreign
Operations appopriations bill eaches the floor
Republican leadership will likely follow the Bush
Administratiors lead in drafting the bill, asking for
millions moe in military aid for 2006. Fotunately Rep.
Jim McGovern (D-MA) will offer an amendment to the
bill that will cut military aid to Colombia. This is our
opportunity to oppose “Plan Colombia I1.”

Background

Plan Colombia was originally supposed to help
curb drug cultivation in Colombia and availability in the
United States, but drugs are just as prevalent on U.S.

funding for humanitarian aid and alternative development,
and less in military assistance.

U.S. military aid through Plan Colombia is of particular
concern because of the poor human rights record of the
Colombian militaryThe UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights reported an increase in direct human rights
violations by Colombian security forces in 2004, and
denounced continued links between Colomisianilitary and
illegal paramilitary goups. et the United States looks the
other way as it pours billions of dollars into Colomhsa’
military. Colombian security faces do not deserve to be
funded as long as they continue to violate human rights
laws without being prosecuted.

Plan Colombia has not helped Colombia come any
closer to an end of its decades-old civil conflict, as brutal
guerrilla and paramilitary attacks continueegularly Peace
and stability are possible in Colombia, but not through U.S.-
funded fumigation and military assistance. Plan Colomsia’
time has expied — its time to cut military aid to Colombia.

PLEASE SEEAGE 8 FOR IMPORNT ACTIONS
OPPOSING PLAN COLOMBIA
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BORDER ‘ New Hope for Immigration Reform

continued from page 2

us increasingly complicit in human rights violations south
of our border.

Title Il - State Alien Criminal Assistancécreases
the funding for the detention of undocumented migrants,
and provides for federal reimbursement of state costs
related to processing and trying undocumented migrants
in court.

Analysis: If the visa and immigration provisions of
the bill are maintained as is, this shouldn’t be of too much
concern. If the immigration sections are gutted and this
remains, it could provide for the increased criminalization
of migration.

Title Il - Essential Visa Worker Progranihis is the
heart of the bill, which creates a new category of visas
for migrants to enter the country It allows a foeign
national to apply for a visa (called an H5-A visa) if they
can prove that they have a job offer in the US. They
would pay $500 plus processing costs for the visa. The
visa is valid for three years, and can be renewed for
another three. Migrants could travel between the US and
abroad without restrictions under this visa, and they can
change jobs freely within the US under the terms of the
visa. These workers would be entitled to all the same
worker protections of US citizens.

400,000 of these visas would be available each year
and the process would be flexible to allow additional
visas to be granted if this number is met before the end
of the year If a migrant wants to apply for permanent
residency they would be able to do so after 4 years in
the program. At that point, they would be required to
take English and American civics classes.

The Department of Labor would be required to set up
a database to list jobs that are available. The jobs would
be available to foreign workers only after they have been
made available to US citizens for 30 days.

Analysis: This section has everything that we want
regarding allowing new flows of migrants. This will be
the section that is tinkered with the most as debates
progress.

Title IV: Enforcement.Requires high-tech visas that
can't be foged. Requies the Social Security
Administration to develop an “employment eligibility

confirmation system” that employers must use to
confirm that employees have the proper work
authorization. Gives the Department of Labor authority
to investigate employers who are suspected of hiring
migrants without work authorization.

Analysis: These are reasonable provisions.
However there is currently an employment eligibility
test system in use, and it has major flaws recognizing
names that don’t conform to American standards. For
example, two last names, accent marks, etc... Also,
there are some fears that the interpretation of this
section could lead to renewed workplace raids, which
only slap employers on the hand, but deport
undocumented workers.

Title V: Promoting Circular Migration Patterns.
Facilitates a migrans ability to go back and foth
between their home countryand encourages economic
development in home countries to create job
opportunities for migrants who want to return home.

Analysis: We wish this section were stronger in
terms of committing funds to development in sending
countries!

Title VI: Family Unity and Backlog Reduction.
Raises the caps on visas for family members of people
legally in the US to reduce the long waits currently
experienced. Immediate family members of workers
would be exempted from these caps.

Analysis: Not much to complain about here,
although expect a lot of negotiation here from anti-
immigrant advocates who want to limit the number of
people entering the country

Title VII: H5B NonimmigrantsAnother pivotal
section, it provides for the legalization of the millions of
undocumented workers currently in the US. It would
also include the immediate families of undocumented
workers. Their undocumented employment must be
proven, and there are fairly liberal means for proof,
including affidavits from neighbors or colleagues if no
employer documents exist. Before an H5B migrant can
apply for permanent esidency and eventually

continued on page 5
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New Hope for
Immigration Reform

continued from page 3

citizenship, they must hold this visa for 6 years. The visa
is good only for 6 years, and is not renewable.
Applicants who entered the country illegally are subject
to a $1,000 fine unless they are under 21 years of age.
It also allows for minors to use school attendance to
fulfill the work requirement (adapting the Dream Act to
this bill). This section would also protect employers who
hired undocumented migrants before the bill passed from
being sanctioned in any wayartly to encourage them to
provide their undocumented workers with proof of
employment.

Analysis: This section seems to be well written, but
will be one of the major battlegrounds when it comes to
negotiation time.

Title VIII: Protection Against Immigration Fraud.
This section sets criteria for legal representation of
migrants who find themselves in front of an immigration
judge. Itis aimed at keeping unscrupulous lawyers from
taking advantage of migrants.

Analysis: On the surface it looks good, but we need
to consult with legal experts before knowing for sure.

Titles IX, X, and XlThese titles ensure civics and
English language classes are funded, attempt to increase
access to health care for migrants, and sets out how the
fees from this program will be spent - mainly funding the
other sections of this bill. Only 10% is to be used for
border security while 15% goes to the State Depament
to meet its requirements (hopefully this will go to
development in sending countries rather than increasing
border security in other countries). Finallgas a nod to
the tireless efforts of our colleagues in Arizona, it
exempts humanitarian workers from the aiding and
abetting provisions of US law that currently are being
used to harass them and prevent the provision of
services to undocumented migrants in the desert.

Thats the whole enchilada, as &'been eferred to in
the past! We hope to see vigorous debate on this bill in
the upcoming yearand will be poviding you with
specific action alerts as the bill progresses.

-SEANGARCIA

The San José de
Apartadé Massacre

continued from page 1

Community leaders explained that they had tried to
cooperate with the civilian justice system in past cases,
presenting over 130 declarations to the Attorney
Generab office. Some 115 testimonies wee presented
regarding a massacre in the nearby village of La Union
in 2000.

When LAWG asked the Attorney Genexalffice what
happened to those testimonies, we were told that the
testimonies did not have evidentiary value and that the
case did not advance.

This failure to investigate and prosecute past cases
helps explain the reluctance of the witnesses to speak
with the Attorney Genera'office.

Certification Withheld

This case is one of several that have become a
sticking point in U.S.-Colombian relations.

The State Department is required to certify that the
Colombian government is investigating and prosecuting
members of the Colombian security forces credibly
alleged to be involved in gross human rights abuses, as
well as making progress in breaking ties between the
army and paramilitary forces.

The State Department could have certified that
Colombia met the human rights conditions in March, but
has chosen not to do so. Welve and a half perent of
2004's military aid is held up until the State Depanent
certifies.

LAWG, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch,
WOLA and other groups, which participate in the State
Depatments consultation pocess on the conditions,
have asked the State Depament not to cettify.

The delegation also included staff from the
American Friends Service Committee, Center for
International Policy and foreign policy aides from the
offices of Rep. Sam Farr and Dennis Moore.

Many thanks to Fellowship of Reconciliation for
setting up the delegation.

We hope that an action will be rolling soon in
Congess. Keep updated by visiting ww¥awg.omg or
www peaceincolombia.og.

--lisaHAUGAARD
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CUBA

n we travel to Cuba yet? Can Cuban Americans
travel freely to visit their families in Cuba yet?
hy do we cae? Hee's one reason . . . and then
some information on what you can do to make a
difference.

Our friends from Witness for Peace have shared stories
about how harsh U.S. government travel restrictions affect
divided families’ lives. A Cuban mother tells about missing
her son, who left Cuba in 1995 at the age of 19, who can
only come visit her once every three years now. This mother
says, “It is a shame that a government that calls itself
Christian makes mothers in other parts of the world suffer
in this way It's a shame that the U.S. government doesn’t
hesitate to divide families in other places.dta shame that
with the exercise of this law, they are violating the most
elementary human rights of our families, the same human
rights that they try to make us believe that they defend in
their country and other places.” Her situation is mirrored
by thousands of others.

Though we may be tempted to lose our resolve, get
discouraged at our setbacks, and “sit on our hands,” this
story and so many others can give us the motivation to act.

The legislative season is upon us, arftbor votes in
the House of Representatives on Cuba policy are projected
to happen prior to the July 4 congressional recesg$his
is the one chance this year to pass legislation in the House
of Representatives on the freedom to travel to Cuba.

Though the House has voted four-out-of-the-last-five
years to end the travel ban, the White House and
congressional leadership have consistently thwarted the
will of Congress and the strong majority of U.S. citizens by
removing the Cuba amendments from the final bill before it
reaches the President for his signature.

The Tansportation-Teasury Appopriations bill will be
considered in the appropriations committee prior to June
24. The bill is projected to come to the full House for a
vote the week of June 27. We anticipate that there will be
multiple amendments offered on the floor that relate to
Cuba policy:

An amendment offered by Representative Flake
(R-AZ) to prhibit funds fom being spent by the fieasury
Department to enforce the ban on travel to Cuba. Not
perfect, but the House leadership will not allow a free-
standing bill on definitively ending the travel ban to come
to a vote. So an amendment on an appropriations bill is
what our congressional allies are left with. It is worth our
support; it sends a tremendous message to the White House
and to suppoters of the embago that they ae in the
minority.

Similar but more specific, amendments dered

Can We Travel to Cuba Yet?

by various members: Rep. Lee (D-CA)—on educational
travel; Rep. Davis (D-FL)—on Cuban-American family travel;
Rep. Delahunt (D-MA)—on lifting restrictions on remittances
to family members in Cuba; Rep. Rangel (D-NY)—on ending
the full embago; Rep. Emerson (R-MO)—on agricuéidirade
sales (clarifying the definition of “cash in advance”); and
possibly others. All of these amendments deserve our
support.

Ouir first task is to make sure that positive amendments
on Cuba pass with bi-partisan majorities on the floor of the
House when they are offered in late June. Please contact
your representative—by phone, fax, email, and in person—
and get your friends and family to do the sameHere are
some ACTION suggestions:

Phone your epresentatives Washington, DC, dice
several timesbetween now and the end of June. Speak
with the foreign policy aide, or leave a message if she/he
is not available. The basic message is: “All Americans
should be able to travel to Cuba. It is time for the will of
the Congress and the people to be respected. Support the
Flake travel amendment to ther@nsportation-Teasury
Appropriations bill.” Find your membes’phone number at
www.house.gov, or call 202.224.3121 and ask to be
transferred to your members office.

If your representative is a Republican, your task
is even more importantThe pressure from the White
House to follow the party line is great. Constituents need
to counter this pressure with pressure of your own. Let
your Republican representative know that you want her/
him to represent YOU, not the hardliners (now in the minority)
in South Florida.

Sign the LAWG petition to Congress on changing
Cuba policy Our petition calls on legislators to vote to end
the travel ban, and to ensure that, after amendments to
end the travel ban to Cuba pass, the bill reaches the
Presidents desk without changes. Please sign the petition
yourself, and then ecruit friends, family students, and
colleagues to do the same. du can send them diectly to
the petition at: http://www.lawg.org/tools/petition.htm.
We'll deliver the petition twice: once before the votes happen
in late June (this is soon, so act now!) and again in the fall,
when the congressional leadership and the White House try
to take the Cuba amendments out.

Time is shot and the task is lage. Families on both
sides of the Florida Straits deserve our best efforts.
Ordinary U.S. citizens like you and me have the fundamental
right to travel to Cuba. Students in U.S. universities should
be permitted to study abroad in Cuba. U.S. museums should
be allowed to conduct cultural exchanges with Cuba. And
so on. Lets work together to make this happen.

--M\VISANDERSON
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VOICES/VOCES

uadors Yasuni National Park in the Amazon has

Enore than 25,000 different kinds of birds, 3,500

lypes of orchids and a wide variety of insects. It

is home to the most bio-diverse forest on earth. There

are thousands of plants and 50 different kinds of multi-

colored butterflies in their natural habitat and special
kinds of butterflies in farms.

Located at the intersection of the Andes, the
Amazon, and the equatotwo acres of Yasunis primary

rainfores contains about as many species of trees as the
United States and Canada combined. The Huaorani is a
hunting-gathering tribe of the Amazon compromised of a
few thousand individuals living in 25 communities within

Yasuni National Park. Although designated a National
Park and UN BiospherReserve, #suni is not potected
from major oil projects.

The presentation by two Huaorani leaders, Moi

“We Need Our Land to be
Clean So Our Children
Can Survive”

we are glad we finally got this opportunity to come to
Washington D.C. and speak to you."
--Moi Enomenga

"l would like to thank you on behalf of the Huaorani
women. It is my first time in the U.S. and it is very
different and strange but | am happy for the oppturnity.
We are very familiar with the problems of contamination
and petroleum development in our communities which is
why mothers ae starting to organize. V& are doing this
as mothers and activists. We need our land to be clean
so that our children can survive. Many of them are sick
and we are very worried that if the problem escalates
we will not have any control to stop it. Our nutrition
depends on the availability and cleanness of our natural
resources."

"The roads have opened up territory and many

“We have been affected very significantly by the petroleum industry...”

Enomenga and Alicia Cahuiya, was hosted tgs¥ni

Rainforest Campaign (Save America's Forests), Finding

Species, Land is Life, and Amazon Alliance. They
discussed their concerns about the invasion of
multinational oil companies on their lands.

"We have been affected very significantly in the last

twenty years by the introduction of the petroleum
industry | organized my community foueen years ago
to save our family from contamination but it has been
very difficult. We have territory of 670,00 acres and

overlapping this aga is Yasuni National Park. ¥want to
say no to petroleum and protect our park because it is
all we have for survival. We hope to have more time to

organize and build upon the engy we have built in
womens communities.

The women are taking up the struggle but
unfortunately are not respected. We understand that

bringing awareness is critical and therefore, hope that

with your support and together working with other

indigenous oganizations we will be able to build a sing

alliance. We are very open to working with non-
governmental oganizations that could help us bring to

light this issue. Until now, there have been very few but

Huaorani people were displaced to different
communities, which caused a lot of tension between the
other groups and violence erupted because of
misunderstandings. About a year ago some of the
Taraurani, an uncontacted indigenous @up that live in
the national park, were massacred by some of the
loggers and Huaorani developers which | have footage
of. I am concerned for other communities because they
have the right to live the way they want to live but are
confronted by violence as time goes by
--Alicia Cahuiya

"l have been living and working in Ecuador for many
years. The Huaorani were all moved away from their
traditional territories onto a reservation by the
government of Osvaldo Urtado. They lost territory by oil
developments especially wherTexaco is working and
they are now facing the same situation with other
companies. | cannot stress enough how much we need
to help them. This is really their last chance to defend
their territories. Women are ultimately the victims of
petroleum extraction projects because some of the men
that work on such projects rape and cause them harm."

--Local journalist’ account

--NTERVIEWAND TRANSLATIOBY ARANZASWDE LA O

NEE




PLAN COLOMBIA | Five Days of Action for Five Years of Failure

Take ACTION! N4

Below you'll find five actions for opposing Plan
Colombia. If you can only take one action, we
urge you to call your epresentative befoe June
27th to say: VOTE YES on any amendment to cut
military assistance to Colombiar his is the most
important of the following options. Go to
wwwlawg.on for more information.

If you'e up for more action suggestions, heg’s a
plan for 5 days of action. Go to
wwwpeaceincolombia.ay for the materials to carry
out these actions.

June 20-24: Five Days of Action for Fivears of
Failed Plan Colombia

Monday June 20: Fax and Movie

Watch a flash-movie that shows the effects of US
involvement in Colombia. Send a faxed message to your
representative asking him/her to cut military aid to

Colombia. Send the movie link to friends!
Tuesday June 21: Media Day
Make the realities of US involvement in Colombia
public! Use our sample letter to the editor and send to
your local paper
Wednesday June 22: Phone a Friend
Talk to two friends about the impdance of opposing
“Plan Colombia II” and then help them contact Congress
during the call-in day on ThursdaBy getting the wod
out, we can triple the impact of Thursday'call-in day!
Thursday June 23: CALL-IN DA
Call your representative to tell him/her to vote YES
on amendments that cut US military aid to Colombia, or
that transfer military assistance to social aid.
Remembey congressional ofices are sensitive to calls
(more so than emails) from constituents, which makes
this action very impotant! Go to wwwawg.org for a
sample script and talking points.
Friday June 24: Solidarity Actions
Show solidarity with the Colombian people by lighting
a candle for peace, chalking your sidewalk, or sharing
your knowledge and experience of Colombia with your
church and community Take pictues and spead the
word!

»

Latin America Working Group
424 C Street NE, First Floor
Washington, DC 20002



