
What is SGBV?
Gender-based violence is any form of violence—including physical, 

sexual, and emotional harm or threats—against a person based on their 
actual or assumed sex, gender, or sexual orientation. Sexual violence is 
a form of it and includes any sexual act or attempted act that is carried 

out in the absence of freely given consent, and can include coerced 
sexual acts in exchange for food, shelter, protection, or resources.

Sexual & Gender-Based Violence (SGBV)
Against central american Migrants

SGBV at Home
High levels of SGBV force many women, 
girls, and LGBTQI persons to flee El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras.
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SGBV in Transit
Migrants face extortion, kidnapping and 
disappearances, and sexual assault and 
rape, committed with nearly total impunity.
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SGBV at the 
U.S. Border

When they arrive at the U.S. border, migrants 
face challenges to accessing asylum, as well 
as an administration set on actively trying to 
restrict their rights.

1.   “Policía asegura que cifra de feminicidios en El Salvador ha bajado un 18% en lo que va de 2018,” http://bit.ly/2H6eAUy.
2.   Sexual and Gender-based Violence (SGBV) & Migration Fact Sheet, December 2018, http://bit.ly/2T3O8Sd.
3.   “Honduras ante enormes desafíos por persistente violencia machista hacia la mujer,” http://bit.ly/2H5sAOs.
4.   “Karla Avelar: ‘En El Salvador hay un genocidio de las personas LGBTI’,” http://bit.ly/2H3NWM9.
5.   Neither Security nor Justice: Sexual and Gender-based Violence and Gang Violence in El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala, http://bit.ly/2H6SlxY.
6.   Report: Forced to Flee Central America’s Northern Triangle, http://bit.ly/2H4kENB.
7.   Mexico’s Missed Opportunities to Protect Irregular Women Transmigrants: Applying a Gender Lens to Migration Law Reform, http://bit.ly/2H5sPck.
8.   “In Mexico caravan, LGBTQ migrants stick together for safety,” https://nbcnews.to/2H6VUEp.
9.   “Federal Judge Blocks Trump’s Policy Gutting Asylum for People Fleeing Domestic and Gang Violence,” http://bit.ly/2NKVFiP.
10. “Organización LGBTI de El Salvador pide investigar crimen de deportada por EEUU,” https://reut.rs/2NPcWav.

Sources

1 2 3

5

600

4

women report being 
sexually abused 
during their journey.

One in three

6

80% are women.
trafficking

7

Caravans are a mode of migrating. People decide 
to travel together in big groups to avoid extortion, 
rape, and steep “coyote” fees. Women, children, 
and LGBTQI persons are some of the most 
vulnerable members within caravans.
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obstacles to asylum
In June 2018, the U.S. Attorney General 

overturned a grant of asylum to a Salvadoran 
woman fleeing domestic violence, reversing 
a legal precedent recognizing domestic and 

gang violence as a basis for asylum. It is 
now much harder for survivors of domestic 
and gang violence to win asylum in the U.S.
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Camila Díaz Córdova, a 
transgender woman 

fleeing SGBV, was denied 
asylum in the U.S. and 

sent back to El Salvador.
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later.
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