
   

   

With over five million internally displaced people, Colombia has the 

world’s largest displacement crisis. Ongoing conflict has forced half a 

million people to flee to neighboring countries. Unequal land distribution is at 

the heart of Colombia’s conflict. The homes and lands of indigenous people, 

Afro-Colombians and small-scale farmers in Colombia continue to be  

violently and illegally seized by paramilitary and guerrilla groups who profit 

from the sale of these lands to unscrupulous companies. U.S. policy needs to 

change to ensure the complete and fair return of land to the millions of peo-

ple who have been displaced. 

 

Up until now, instead of protecting and defending the rights of Colombian 

communities, the U.S. and Colombian governments have prioritized   

economic, corporate and military interests. Over the past decade, the U.S. 

government has given more than $7 billion to Colombia—largely in 

the form of military aid. We cannot waste any more time or taxpayer dol-

lars on strategies that not only don’t work but also exacerbate Colombia’s 

humanitarian crisis.  
 

Colombians are calling for peace, justice and a place to call home.  

We join them!  
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A PLACE TO CALL HOME: 

Hand in Hand for Peace in Colombia 

ORGANIZER’S  PACKET 

Get Involved in this Year’s National Days of Action for Colombia 

Create Images of Home 

to send a  message to 

Washington.  
 

 

Ask your student club, church 

group or community organiza-

tion to learn about Colombia 

and create paper “homes” 

to display in your community 

and send your message to 

Washington. 

 

See page 4 for more info. 

Organize a 

Place to Call Home  

Public Event 
 

 

The “homes” created during 

educational events will be dis-

played through public events in 

Washington and across the 

country in April. Organize or 

join a demonstration in your 

city. 

 

See page 8 for more info.  

Dedicate a Worship  

Service to Colombia 
 

 

 

Ask that your faith community 

leaders hold a worship service 

focused on Colombia in April to 

raise awareness and pray for 

peace.  

 

 

 

See page 9 for more info.  

Flood Washington with 

Demands for New U.S.  

Policies towards  

Colombia 
 

Contact your members of 

Congress during the month of 

April: Send postcards, letters, 

make phone calls or meet 

with them in person. 
 

 

 

See page 10 for information 

about ordering postcards 
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Everyone deserves a place to call home.  

 

In Colombia, over five million people have been driven off of their land by ongoing war. As 

leaders from across the Western Hemisphere gather in Colombia this year for the     

Summit of the Americas, we hope that our government will not ignore this major         

humanitarian crisis.  

 

We must commit to working with the Colombian people to help them make safe and fair 

returns to their lands and push for an end to the violence that continues to displace so 

many families.  

 

Over the past decade, the U.S. government has promoted harmful trade policies, sup-

ported a toxic aerial spraying program, and given billions of dollars in mostly military aid 

to Colombia—and yet displacement continues.  

 

Last year, at least 118,000 Colombians were pushed off of their lands and left homeless. 

 

It’s time for us to try something new, not just in Colombia, but in our relations with all of 

Latin America. Instead of giving priority to corporate and military interests, we must cre-

ate policies that support land rights activists, afro-descendant and indigenous communities, 

human rights defenders, and small-scale farmers who face threats and attacks every day 

just because they ask for the basic right to live on their lands in peace. 

 

This April, tens of thousands of people will come together to advocate for peace in Co-

lombia and for U.S. policies that will help solve, rather than exacerbate, this massive hu-

manitarian crisis.  
over 

 

Advocacy Statement 

A PLACE TO CALL HOME: 

Hand in Hand for Peace in Colombia 
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Acting in solidarity with millions of displaced people in Colombia, we urge 

policymakers to:  
 

 Support a process to reach a negotiated and peaceful end to the armed conflict. After 

more than 50 years of war, it is time to re-open dialogue, address the root causes of 

the conflict, and bring the bloodshed and displacement to an end. 

 

 Increase funding in this year’s budget for humanitarian assistance and protection for 

Colombia’s 5 million internally displaced persons and the 500,000 refugees who have 

fled from the violence.  

 

 Stop funding inhumane and ineffective aerial fumigation programs. Spraying these 

chemicals has destroyed food crops, jeopardized human health, hurt the environment, 

and caused displacement even as it has failed to reduce coca production. Instead, we 

need to take responsibility for our role in the drug trade by investing in drug        

prevention and rehabilitation programs to reduce demand for drugs here at home. 

 

 Invest in programs that will protect people working for land return, community and 

religious leaders and human rights defenders. Everyone should be afforded the op-

portunity to live in peace and without threats of violence from armed groups, includ-

ing the military. We must support victims’ quests for truth, justice and reparations. 

 

 Forge economic ties that spur people-centered development and help create oppor-

tunities for the rural poor and endangered workers. Real improvements in human 

and labor rights standards in Colombia must be documented before implementing 

the U.S.-Colombia free trade agreement. We should support sustainable alternative 

development programs, but make sure they are designed in consultation with       

Colombian small-scale farmers, indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities. 

 

 Use the Summit of the Americas as an opportunity to reset U.S. relations with the 

region, so they are based on mutual respect and cooperation. Our military strategy in 

Colombia has fueled violence and displacement. It is not a “success” that should be 

replicated elsewhere. We need to enforce the human rights conditions on our       

assistance to Colombia and stop sending military aid that fuels the war. 

Advocacy Statement 

A PLACE TO CALL HOME: 

Hand in Hand for Peace in Colombia 



 4 

4  

How to Get Involved:   

Create Homes to Highlight Colombia’s Displacement Cri-

 

How to organize A Place to Call Home craft night 

 
1. Invite friends, family, classmates, or anyone from your community a gathering at 

your house, school, church, or local coffee shop.   
2. Prepare your materials: scissors, pens, paste, construction or recycled paper, 

printed copies of the next two pages in this packet with the stencil and facts, a    
computer with internet, and a camera to document your process! Also, order a free 

packet of advocacy postcards by emailing jess@witnessforpeace.org.  
3. Start your gathering by explaining why you are making these “homes.” 

Pass out copies of the displacement fact sheet (on pg. 14) or show a short video 
about displacement in Colombia (find videos at: www.witnessforpeace.org/houses). 

Ask people to discuss what they saw/read and to evaluate the role that the United 

States plays in Colombia’s displacement crisis.    
4. Set a goal for how many houses your group will make, then use the stencil (on the 

next page) to trace the shape onto your paper and cut them out.  
5. Make houses into homes! Have participants write or draw messages about what 

home means to them on their houses. Cut out some of the facts about Colombia and 
advocacy messages (on pg. 6) and paste them around your newly-made home.  

6. Take photos of the house-making process and your finished project with all the      
participants. 

7. Post your pictures to our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/DoPAColombia 
where our Colombian partners will be able to see your work in solidarity with them.  

8. Ask each person to sign a postcard to President Obama asking him to change 

U.S. policy to support victims of violence in Colombia.  

9. Display your artwork in your community—see organizing instructions on pg. 8. 
10. Send your paper homes and postcards to DC. Mail them to: Witness for Peace, 

3628 12th St. NE, Washington, DC, 20017 by May 1st so that we can hand deliver 

the houses and postcards to the White House.  

Help us create 5,200 paper houses to represent Colombia’s  

5.2 million internally displaced people’s desire to return home.  

A PLACE TO CALL HOME: 

Hand in Hand for Peace in 

mailto:jess@witnessforpeace.org
http://www.witnessforpeace.org/houses
https://www.facebook.com/DoPAColombia
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A Place to Call Home Stencil  
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A Place to Call Home Stencil  
 

Colombia’s Displacement Crisis: Facts and Calls for Change 
Choose facts and/or calls to write or paste on your paper “home.” 

 
Facts 

Calls for Change  

Over 5 million people have been robbed of 

their homes in Colombia, creating the worst 

internal displacement crisis in the world. 

Indigenous people represent only 2-3% of the 

total population, but make up as much as 8% 

of the displaced population.  

75% of the internally displaced  

Colombians are women and children.  

Over 400,000 farmers are expected to lose 

their livelihoods as a result of the FTA. 

323 Colombians are violently  

driven from their homes every day. 

Since 2000, the US has spent over $7 billion on 

mostly military aid to Colombia. During that 

time 3.3 million people have been displaced.  

500,000 refugees have spilled over Colombia’s 

borders into neighboring countries. 

40% of the displaced population is  

Afro-Colombian. 

2.9 million hectares of land have been sto-

len from displaced Colombians over  

the past twenty years. 

Mr. President:  Promote a negotiated 

end to the conflict and a just peace! 

President Obama: Increase aid for  

displaced people, refugees, and other  

victims of violence in Colombia. 

President Obama: Stop using our taxpayer 

dollars for military aid that fuels war. 

President Obama: Stop funding toxic 

chemical spraying & support small farmers! 

Give Colombian families a place to 

call home: End displacement now! 

Mr. President: Human and labor rights in  

Colombia are still under attack.  

Don’t implement the free trade agreement! 

Paz, justicia, y tierra para las víctimas 

de la violencia en Colombia! 

Protect human rights defenders and community 

leaders in their struggle for land and peace! 

Aerial fumigation has decimated tens of 

thousands of family farms in Colombia. 



 7 

7  
Examples of completed “homes” 

Use your creativity to make your home unique! 
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1. Pick a date and a place: in front of your legislators office, a public park, your 

church, a public space in your university, etc.  

2. Collect as many cut out homes as possible and decide on a creative way to 

display them publicly. See photos below for ideas from previous years.  

3. Don’t forget to bring sign-up sheets, fact sheets and postcards (you can or-

der postcards from your organizer or from Jess at 

jess@witnessforpeace.org) to the event. 

4. Invite local media to the event. Send press releases a few days in advance 

and make media calls the day before. Include facts and messages from this 

packet in your media materials. 

5. At the end of the event, collect all the cut out homes and send them to 

Witness for Peace, 3628 12th Street NE, Washington, D.C. 20017.  

6. Take lots of pictures and videos and post them on www.facebook.com/

DoPAColombia 
 

How to Get Involved:   

Organize A Place to Call Home Public Event 

By organizing a public event, you’ll help shed light on our hemisphere’s hidden  

humanitarian crisis while calling for much-needed U.S. policy changes. With pub-

lic demonstrations, we’ll expose an invisible crisis and fuel the movement for U.S. 

policies that would alleviate – not exacerbate – forced displacement in Colombia.  

Here’s how: 

A PLACE TO CALL HOME: 

Hand in Hand for Peace in Colombia 

http://www.facebook.com/DoPAColombia
http://www.facebook.com/DoPAColombia
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1. Approach your pastor, priest or social justice committee to ask for a     

Colombia-focused service. You could include a Colombia-focused prayer, a 

candle-lighting, a children’s story or a sermon. Or focus the entire service 

on Colombia. 

2. Go to www.witnessforpeace.org/dopa to find sample worship materials 

and a faith community organizing packet. 

3. Encourage Sunday School and Adult Education classes to watch a video on 

Colombia and then make cut-out homes to stand with Colombian dis-

placed people and refugees. 

4. Order a package of advocacy postcards to have on-hand at your service so 

people can send a clear message to President Obama, calling for a new di-

rection for U.S. policy toward Colombia. 

How to Get Involved:   

Dedicate a Worship Service to Colombia 

Colombia's faith communities stand firmly for peace amidst grueling violence.  

Now they ask faith communities across the U.S. to join them in this year's Days 

of Prayer and Action for Colombia.  Hundreds of faith communities will dedicate 

part of their worship service that weekend to praying and working for peace in 

Colombia.  Will you join us? 

A PLACE TO CALL HOME: 

Hand in Hand for Peace in Colombia 

"We pray for the peacemakers in Colombia, the churches, and all people who in count-

less ways seek to right the wrongs, heal the wounded and sick, speak the truth, and 

protect the vulnerable. We give thanks for those who are empowered by their faith to 

be peacemakers. We ask that you would protect them from all harm and danger. God, 

give us strength as we seek to be voices for peace in Colombia, strengthen our efforts 

to bring forth the words of truth, compassion and peace that we receive from our Co-

lombian brothers and sisters. Bring us all to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly in your ways. Amen." 

http://www.witnessforpeace.org/dopa
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How to Get Involved:    

Flood Washington with Calls for Peace with Justice 

 

You can request a free packet of postcards to send to President Obama  

calling for new U.S. policies toward Colombia.  

 

Can you help us get the message of peace for Colombia to Washington?  

Email jess@witnessforpeace.org if you would like a free packet of postcards. 

Help us flood Washington with messages of peace and justice for Colombia! During the      

National Days of Action for Colombia we will call on our government to pursue policies that 

protect communities at risk of displacement, small-scale farmers and Colombian human 

rights advocates. The U.S. should stop funding the Colombian military and pushing the unfair 

U.S.-Colombia free trade agreement.  

A PLACE TO CALL HOME: 

Hand in Hand for Peace in Colombia 

mailto:jess@witnessforpeace.org
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True stories of displacement from Colombia 

Daira Elsa Quiñones Preciado  

Displaced Afro-Colombian leader from El Por Venir, Nariño  

Things became unbearable when our community council, of which I was a 

part, gained legal access to 182 hectares of land which other people with 

business interests wanted.  I received threats like, 'Shut up or we will cut off 

your tongue and gouge out your eyes.'  My mother was raped, murdered and 

her body was thrown into a well.  I had to sleep in a different place each 

night until I finally had to flee.  My dream was to stay there in the region; I 

still dream that someday I will be able to return.” 

Katia 

Colombian refugee living in Ecuador 

I fled my country after paramilitary troops took over my farm, killed my animals, and terrorized my family.  

When I arrived in Ecuador at the age of 18, I was taken advantage of by the local Ecuadorian police. They 

abused me daily until I finally escaped from my prison cell a few months later. Every day I return to the 

UNHCR office to check on the status of my asylum application. 

The Days of Action for Colombia are dedicated to the Colombian displaced peo-

ple and the human rights organizations and churches that stand with them. Be-

low you will find true stories of Colombian displaced people and refugees who 

dream of one day returning to their land. 

Estaquio Polo  

Displaced family farmer  

After being displaced, I moved to a humanitarian zone so that I could resist       

together with other members of my community to take back the land that was 

robbed from us.  I want to die in my land.  I am here for my children, peacefully 

resisting so that my children can live in peace on this beautiful land. 

A PLACE TO CALL HOME: 

Hand in Hand for Peace in Colombia 

Matilda 

Colombian refugee living in Panama 

I am a 34 year old woman with a family of eight. During the Colombian conflict, a group of guerilla rebels 

tried to extort my family for money, and when I refused, they burned down my home and killed my children. 

My husband and I are now living across the border in Panama, where we rely upon the delivery of food aid 

for survival. 
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Jose Goyes  

Colombian indigenous leader and refugee 

I was denouncing abuses committed by a multinational corporation that owns a 

dam where my reservation is located. The dam has only brought destruction to 

our land. As a leader, I had received more than 50 death threats for my efforts to 

organize my community against the corporation. On July 5, 2008, I left my office 

and hitmen fired 4 shots at me. If I wanted to live, I had no choice but to flee.” 

Jaime 

Colombian refugee in Ecuador 

I go out every day looking for a job. I have my refugee card, but employers say they do not understand what 

it means. I have been called a dirty Colombian more times than I can count! I think of returning home, where 

I will die by a bullet rather than dying here on the street. 

Pabla Isabel López Colina 

Displaced Afro-Colombian from Mampuján   

Truthfully I'm not content living here.  Here we just have our needs met, nothing 

more.  Back home there were mango, guava, coconut, tamarind, all sorts of fruits.  

Children would gather fruits to sell to have a little money.  Now even the young 

adults don't have any income.  We had constant access to clean water in the 

streams there.  Everything is more difficult now. 

Bernardo 

Colombian refugee 

I am a 40 year old male who fled Colombia after being persecuted on multiple occasions by the FARC, a Co-

lombian rebel group.  I thought I’d be safe living over the border in Ecuador, but the FARC continues to     

demand things of me and asks me to hide their supplies. As a result, I continue to fear for my life. 

Lucía Giraldo Graciano  

Displaced family farmer from the Peace Community of San José de Apartadó, 

Urabá  

The paramilitaries sent orders to all the farmers to leave the zone.  We had five 

days to leave, and if not, the mochacabezas, or beheaders, would come in.  We left 

all the animals on the farm. I went with my three-month-old daughter to Medellín 

for three months. Twelve of my family members have now been killed, some by the 

guerilla, some by the paramilitaries, and some by the military. 
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FACT SHEET:  National Days of Action for Colombia 

U.S. Military Aid to Colombia: Your Tax Dollars at Work 
 

 Since 2000, the U.S. has given more than $7 billion to Colombia –

mostly military aid for the war on drugs and the war on terrorism.  

 Over 3.3 million Colombians have been displaced during this time.  

 U.S. military aid has been used to buy helicopters and weapons,  

fumigate coca plantations and train Colombian soldiers who 

have, in turn, killed innocent civilians and then presented them as  

guerrillas killed in combat. While it is impossible to estimate exactly 

how many people have been displaced as a direct result of U.S. military 

aid, we do know that fumigations and assassinations have been reason 

enough to make civilians leave their homes and search for safety  

elsewhere. 

The Colombia-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
 

Last year Congress passed a free trade agreement between Colombia and the United States, although no date 

has been set for implementation. Without improvements in human rights and support for small-scale farmers, 

this FTA will lead to increased displacement, particularly among rural farmers and communities. Here's why: 

 The FTA will escalate the kinds of investment that are most associated with violence. Already, businessmen 

pay paramilitary groups to use violence to push people off their lands to make way for gold mining or     

African palm plantations that make biofuel. This practice will only increase if the FTA is implemented. 

 With the implementation of NAFTA in 1994, subsidized U.S. grains flooded the Mexican market, provoking 

a 70% drop in corn farmers' income. In the first ten years of NAFTA, two million small-scale Mexican  

farmers were displaced.  

 Similar to Mexico, Colombian farmers will not be able to compete with heavily-subsidized U.S. agribusiness. 

For every dollar that the Colombian government spends on agriculture, the U.S. spends $222. 

 Economists estimate that 400,000 farmers would lose 48 to 70% of their farm income. These farm families 

who have already lost husbands, sons and daughters to the violence, will now lose even more. 

 Colombian farmers and indigenous people have resolutely condemned the agreement. In a series of opinion 

polls, 98% of wheat farmers, 98% of highland farmers, 99.6% of rice farmers, and 98% of indigenous people 

stated opposition to the FTA. 
 

The FTA would encourage Colombia to lower minimum wages and weaken labor rights.  This is incredibly  

dangerous in a country like Colombia for the following reasons: 

 In the past couple years, more trade unionists have been killed in Colombia than the rest of the world 

combined. Since 1991, over 2,200 Colombian union members have been murdered.  

 U.S. corporations like Coca-Cola, Chiquita, and Drummond Coal have already been accused and sued for 

hiring paramilitaries who kill, threaten, torture, and kidnap Colombian union members.  

“Things became unbearable 

when our community council, of 

which I was a part, gained legal 

access to 182 hectares of land 

that other people with business 

interests wanted. The  

community occupied this  

territory, but then people started 

to be violently murdered.” 

 
Daira Quiñones, displaced 

Afro-Colombian community 

leader from El Porvenir, 

THE U.S. ROLE IN COLOMBIA’S CRISIS 
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FACT SHEET:   
National Days of Action for Colombia 

Aerial Fumigations:  The Basics 
 

 The U.S. has been funding the forced eradication of coca—the raw material 

in cocaine—in Colombia since the 1990s.  Fumigations intensified with the 

implementation of Plan Colombia in 2000.  

 Fumigations are carried out with planes that fly over large swaths of land 

and spray the herbicide glyphosate (a high powered version of Monsanto’s 

Roundup) and other unknown chemicals onto the crops below.  

 Indiscriminate fumigation has killed the legal crops of tens of thousands of 

farmers, leaving them with no source of income. 

 The strategy is a failure. Fumigations have been unable to significantly 

reduce Colombian cocaine production, yet they have contributed to the 

displacement of civilians. When fumigated crops die, farmers leave to 

search for other areas to farm. For example, in 2008 forced eradication 

displaced 13,450 people in just 3 of Colombia's 32 departments. 

Forced Displacement:  the Scope of the Problem 
 

With over 5 million displaced people, Colombia is home to the world's largest 

internal displacement crisis. 

 Half a million refugees have spilled over Colombia’s borders into neighboring 

countries. 

 From 2004 to 2010, the number of internally displaced people grew by 300% 

in Colombia. During that time the internally displaced population increased 

from 1.5 million to over 5.2 million.  

 78% of internal displacement between 2002 and 2010 came from the        

collective territories of Afro-descendants.  

 

In 2011, over 118,000 Colombians were displaced. That means that an 

average of 323 people lost their homes every day. 
 

Why Are People Being Displaced? 
 

Issues over land rights are central to Colombia’s conflict. Often times  

displacement is framed as a byproduct of the internal dispute. However, U.S. 

economic and military interests encourage guerrillas, paramilitaries and the state 

to violently control certain areas of Colombia’s countryside.  30,000 paramilitary 

fighters have demobilized, but the land they illegally appropriated through  

assassinations and massacres has not been returned to its rightful owners. The 

Colombian government estimates that four million hectares have been stolen 

from forcibly displaced Colombians during the past twenty years. 

“We were really happy on 

our farm--it was thriving. 

In 1997, they murdered 

my two sons and I fled 

with my wife and children. 

They stole everything so 

that they could plant oil 

palm. Now I am trying to 

reclaim my land. There 

are huge threats against 

my life every single day, 

but I will never let them 

displace me again from 

here. As a small scale 

farmer, I have no choice--
without my land, I am 

nothing...nothing.”  

Enrique Petro  

Displaced family farmer 

from Curvarado, Urabá  

Get involved in the National Days of Action for Colombia  

Go to www.facebook.com/DoPAColombia for more information 

http://www.facebook.com/DoPAColombia

