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DO I QUALIFY FOR A GENERAL LICENSE? 

Accredited schools and universities will no longer need to apply for a Specific License for travel by their students, 

faculty and staff (including adjunct faculty and part-time staff) to Cuba. Under a General License (no application 

necessary) the following travel is now permitted: 

 Participation in a structured educational program in Cuba as part of a course offered for credit by a U.S. 

graduate or undergraduate degree-granting academic institution that is sponsoring the program. There is no 

longer any minimum length of time which must be spent in Cuba. As long as a student is receiving credit towards 

his/her degree at his/her own academic institution, he/she may now participate in a study program arranged by 

another school. Relatives of students studying in Cuba may now send them money (via Western Union for 

instance); 

 Noncommercial academic research in Cuba specifically related to Cuba and for the purpose of obtaining an 

undergraduate or graduate degree; 

 Participation in a formal course of study at a Cuban academic institution, provided this course of study will be 

accepted for credit toward the student’s graduate or undergraduate degree; 

 Teaching at a Cuban academic institution related to an academic program at that institution, provided that the 

individual is regularly employed by a U.S. or other non-Cuban academic institution; 

 Sponsorship, including the payment of a stipend or salary, of a Cuban scholar to teach or engage in other 

scholarly activity at the sponsoring U.S. academic institution; 

 Educational exchanges sponsored by Cuban or U.S. secondary schools involving secondary school students’ 

participation in a formal course of study or in a structured educational program led by a teacher or other school 

official. This includes participation by a reasonable number of adult chaperones to accompany the secondary 

school students to Cuba; 

  Sponsorship or co-sponsorship of noncommercial academic seminars, conferences, and workshops related to 

Cuba or global issues involving Cuba and attendance at such events by faculty, staff, and students of a 

participating U.S. academic institution; 

 The organization of, and preparation for, activities described above by members of the faculty and staff 

(including adjunct faculty and part-time staff) of the sponsoring U.S. academic institution or secondary school; or 

 Facilitation by an organization that is subject to U.S. jurisdiction, or a member of the staff of such an 

organization, of licensed educational activities in Cuba on behalf of U.S. academic institutions or secondary 

schools, provided that: (i) The organization is directly affiliated with one or more U.S. academic institutions or 

secondary schools; (ii) The organization facilitates educational activities that meet the requirements of one or 

more of the general licenses set forth in the OFAC Cuba Assets Control Regulations (iii) The educational activities 

the organization facilitates in Cuba must, by prior agreement, be accepted for credit by the affiliated U.S. 

academic institution or approved by the affiliated secondary school.  

 

  *NOTE* 
 No application is necessary, although participants in these programs must carry a letter on official school 

letterhead that has been signed by a designated representative of the sponsoring academic institution at all 

times. OFAC defines a designated representative as the dean, academic vice president, provost, or president 

responsible for overseeing the institution’s Cuban travel program. 

 The term ‘designated representative of the sponsoring U.S. academic institution’ means a person 
designated by the relevant dean or the academic vice-president, provost, or president of the institution as 
the official responsible for overseeing the institution’s Cuba travel program.  
 



 U.S. academic institutions or secondary schools engaging in activities authorized in this section are permitted to 

open and maintain accounts at Cuban financial institutions in order to access funds in Cuba for the purposes 

described above. 

 Professors and teachers traveling for purposes of full-time research in their fields do not travel under an 
Educational General License. Instead they travel under the General License for Professional Research.  

 

HOW TO APPLY FOR A SPECIFIC LICENSE  
If you do not meet the requirements for a general license, you may be able to travel with a specific license. 
When you apply for a specific license, you need to present the following information in a letter to OFAC or use 
OFAC’s online application form:  
 

1. Identify yourself. Furnish the name, address, and daytime phone number of each applicant seeking to en-
gage in travel-related transactions under the license.  

2.  Identify the type of travel. State your request for a specific license under § 515.565(b)(1) of the Regula-
tions. Specify in which of the following types of educational activities you plan to engage:  
(a) noncommercial academic research in Cuba;  
(b) participation in a formal course of study at a Cuban academic institution; or  
(c) teaching at a Cuban academic institution. 

3. Describe the educational activities. Provide a detailed description of the proposed educational activities in 
Cuba, including a description of the activities and the proposed dates and duration of the trip.  

4. Provide supporting information. Please provide any other supporting information, such as a letter from an 
appropriate representative of your academic institution.  

5. Sign your letter. Your signature is your certification that the statements in your application are true and 
accurate.  

 

 


